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in that yle, he knew wel, that it was the yle, where he 
had herd fpeke his owne langagc before, and the cal- 
lynge of the oxen at the plowghe : and that was poflible 
thinge. But how it fcmethe to fy tuple men unlerned, 
that men ne mowe not go imdre the erthe, and alfo that 
men fcholde fade toward the hevene, from undre ! But 
that may not be, upon lelfe, than wee mowe falle toward 
hevene, fro the erthe, where wee ben. For fro what 
partie of the erthe, that men duelle, outber abovcn or 
• benethen, it femethe alweyes to Item that dueilen, that 
thei gon more righte than cny other folk. And righte 
as it femethe to us, that thei ben undre us, righte io it 
femethe hem, that wee ben undre hem. For zif a 
man myghte falle fro the erthe unto the firmament -, be 
grettere refoun, the erthe and the fee, that ben fo grete 
and fo hevy, fcholdc fallen to the firmament : but that 
may not be : and t her fore feithe cure Lord God, Non 
timeas me, qui fufpendi terra ex ni.hilo? And alle be 
it, that it be poilible thing, that men may fo ehvyronne 
alJe the world, natheles of a 1000 perfones, on ne 
myghte not happen to returnen in to his con tree. For, 

for the gretnefle of the erthe and of the fee, men may 
go be a 1000 and a 1000 other weyes, that no man 
cowde redye him perfitely toward the parties that he 
cam fro, but zif it were be a venture and happ, or be 
the grace of God. For the erthe is fulle large and fulle 
gret, and holt in roundnefie and aboute envyroun, be 
abovcn and be benethen 20425 myles, aftre the opynyoun 
of the olde wife aftronomeres. And here feyenges I 
repreve noughte. But aftre my lycylfe wyt, it femethe 
me, favynge here reverence, that it is more. And for 
to have bettere tmderftondynge, I ieye thus, be ther 
ymagyned a figure, that hathe a gret compas ; and 
aboute the poynt of the gret compas, that is clept the 
centre, be made another lit: He compas : than aftre, be 
the gret compafs deviled be lines in manye parties ; and 
that alle the lynes meeten at the centre ; fo that in as 
many parties, as the grete compas filial be departed, in 
als manye, fchalle be departed the litille, that is aboute 
the centre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben lelfe. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas regrefented tor the firma- 
ment, and the litille compas reprefented for the erthe. 
Now thanne the firmament is devyled, be aftronomeres, 
in 12 fignes j and every figne is devyftd in 30 degrees, 
that is 360 degrees, that the firmament hathe aboven. 
Alfo, be the erthe devyfed in als many parties, as the 
firmament v and lat every party? anfwere to a degree of 
the firmament : and wyteche it wei, that aftre the 
auctoures of aftronomye, 700 furlonges of erthe an- 
fweren to a degree of the firmament *, and tho ben 8 7 
miles and 4 furlonges. Now be that here mulnplyed 
be 360 fitlies ; and than thei ben 31500 myles, every 
of 8 furlonges, aftre myles of oure contree. So moche 
hathe the erthe in roundnelfe, and of heghte enviroun, 
aftre myn opynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And 
zee fchulle undirftonde, that aftre the opynyoun of olde 
wife philolbphres and aftronomeres, oure contree ne Ire- 
land ne Wales ne Scotlond ne Norwcye ne the other yles 
coftynge to hem, ne ben not in the fuperficyalte cownted 
aboven the erthe j as it fchewethe be alle the bokes 
of aftronomye. For the fupcrficiakee of the erthe is 
departed in 7 parties, for the 7 planetes: and tho par- 
ties ben efipt cly mates. And oure parties be not of 
the 7 clymates : for thei ben defeendynge toward the 
Weft. And alfo thefe yles of Yntle, which beth evene 
azenft us, beth noght reckned in the climates : for thei 
ben azenft us, that ben in the lowe contree. And the 

7 clymates itrecchen hem envyrounynge the world. 

* 

II, And I John Maundevylle knyghte abovefeyd, (alle 
thoughe I be unwoithi) that departed trom cure contrees 
and palfed the fee, the zeer of grace 1322. that have 
palled manye londes and manye yles and contrees, and 
cerched manye fulle ftraunge places, and have ben in 
many a fulle gode honourable companye, and at 
many a faire dede of armes, (alle be it that l didc none 
mylelf, for myn unable ipfuffifance) now i am comen 
horn (mawgree my felt ) to refte : for gowtes, artetykes, 
that me diftreynen, tho diffynen the ende of my labour, 
azenft my wilje (God knowethe.) And thus takynge 
folace in my wrecched refte, recordynge the tyme pafied, 
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I have fulfilled theile thinges and putte hem wryten in 
this boke, as it wolde come in to my mynde, the zeer 
of orace 1356 in the 34 zeer that I departede from oure 
coiurees. Wherfore I preye to alle the rederes and 
hereres of this boke, zif it plele hem, that thei wolde 
preyen to God for me : and I fchalle preye for hem. 
And alle tho chat feyn for me a Facer nofter, with an 
Ave Maria, that God forzeve me my fynnes, I make 
hern partneres and graunte hem part of alle the gode 
pilgrymages and of alle the gode dedes, that I 
have' don, zif ony be to his pldance : and noghte 
only of tho, but of alle that everc I fchalle do unto 
my lyfes ende. And I befeche Almyghty God, fro 
whom rdle godeheffe and grace comerhe fro, that he 
vouchefaf, of his excellent mercy and Habundant grace, 
to fulle fylle hire foules with inipiracioun of the Holy 
Goft, in makynge defence of alle hire goftly cnemyes 
here in erthe, to hire falvacioun, bothe of body and 
foule j to worfehipe and thankynge of him, that is three 
and on, with outen begynnynge and withouten endynge; 
that is, with outen quahtee, good, and withouten quan- 
tytee, gret ; that in alle places is prefent, and alie thinges 
contenynynge the whiche that no goodnefie may 
amende, ne non evelte empeyre ; that in perfeyte try- 
nytee lyvethe and regnethe God, be alle w or Ides and be 
alle tymes. Amen, Amen, Amen. 

The firft of our authours, who can be proper ly fatd to 
have written Enghjh, was Sir John Gower, who, in his 
Ccnfejfton of a Lover , calls Chaucer his difeipie, and may 
therefore be confidered as the father of our poetry. 

O W E for to Fpeke of the commune. 

It is to drede of that fortune, 

Which hath befalle in fondrye londes : 

But ofee for defaute of bondes 
All fodeinly, er it be wift, 

A tunne, whan his lie arift 
Tobreketh, and renneth all aboute, 

Whiche els fliulde nought gone out. 

And eke full ofte a littell lie a re 
Vpon a banke, er men be ware. 

Let in the ftreme, whiche with gret peine. 

If any man it fhall reftreine. 

Where lawe failleth, errour groweth. 

He is not wife, who that ne troweth. 

For it hath proued oit er this. 

And thus the common clamour is 
In euery londe, where people dwelleth : 

And eche in his complainte telleth. 

How that the wo ride is mi fwent, 

And ther vpon his argument 
Yeueth euery man in fondrie wife : 

But what man wolde him felfe auife 
His confeience, and nought mifufe, 

Fie maie well at the firft excufe 
His god, whiche euer ftant m one. 

In him there is defaute none 
So mu ft it ftandc vpon vs felue. 

Nought only vpon ten ne twelue, 

But plenarly vpon vs all. 

For man is caufe of that fhall fall. 

The hiftory of our language is now brought to the 
point at which the hiftory of our poetry is generally fup- 
pofed to commence, the time of the illuftrious Geoff yy 
Chaucer, who may perhaps, with great juftice, be filled 
the firft of our verfifyers who wrote poetically. He 
does not however appear to have deferved ail the praife 
which he has received, or all the cenfure that he has 
fu ffered . Dry den, who miftakes genius for learning, 
and, in confidence of his abilities, ventured to write 
of what he had not examined, aferibes to Chaucer the 
firft refinement of our numbers, the firft production of 
eafy and natural rhymes, and the improvement of our 
language, by words borrowed from the more poll filed 
languages of the continent. Skinner contrarily blames 
him in harfh terms for having vitiated his native fpeech 
by whole cartloads of foreign words. But he that reads 
the works of Gower will find Jmooth numbers and ealy 
rhymes, of which Chaucer is iuppofed to have be- n the 
inventor, and the French words, whether good or bad. 
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‘n f k fo dirco«r with particular cxadnels ; but the 
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CHAUCER. 

T A C l I wepyng am confirained to begin verle ol 

a Afaowfull matter, that whilom in flotilhjrng ftudnt 

made delitable direes. For lo . rendyng . 

PW^endited to me thinges to be .W.nten, and orenc 

teres At lafte no drede ne might overcame tho mufes, 
S ‘thei ne werren fellowes, and foloweden my ware, 
ha to faie, when 1 was exiled, thei that weren of 
mv youth whilom weifuli and grene, comtorcen now 
for ow full wierdes of me tilde man : for elde is comen 
unwarely upon me, hafted by the harmes that I have, 
and forowe hath commaunded his age to be in n ... 
Heres hore aren fhad overtimeliche upon my hcC . 1 : and 
the fiacke fkinne trembleth of mine empted bodte._ 1 fit‘ ke 
deth of men is welefull, that hene cometh not in yeres 

that be fwete, but cometh to wretches often Kleped: 

Alas alas ! with how defe an ere deth cruel! turneth 
awaie fro wretches, and naieth lor to clofe wepyng eyen. 
While fortune unfaithful! favoured me with light godes, 
that forowfull houre, that is to faie, the deth, had al- 
mofte drente myne hedde : but now tor fortune cloudie 
hath chaunged her decevable cliere to mewarde, myne 
unpitous life draweth along ungreable dwellyilges. O 
ve my frendes, what, or whereto avaunted ye me to 
ben welfull ? For he that hath iallin, ftode in no fled t aft 

degre. 
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Of difStrcnt numbers, f 'f'fZ 

V C Vnl tmun, them; ^ of 

SiS fW, to which another ve, fun 
h n/in the time of queen Mary, is oppOied. It would 

bT improper to quote very fparingly an aununir or 10 

DC V 1 1 ■ rtr ni mike verv far^e extra ts nom 1 

much reputation, or to ma.vc ' u 

book fo generally known. 

_ COLVILE. 

That ih tyme of ptolperUe, aud fiorflWng 
* made pfeafaunte and deled able ditie,, or . 

alas now beyng heauy and lad ouerchrowen in aduerlicie, 
am S to fele and t tft heumes and gie.t Be- 
hold e til mules Poetical!, that is to iaye : ; the p ealure 
that is in poetes verfes, do appoym me, and compel me 
to writ thefe verfes in meter, and the fordwlull verfes d 
wet my wretched face with very watcryc teares, yliumge 
our of my eyes for forowe. Whiche rtu.es no teare 

without doute could ouercome, but that tin > wuidiolow 

me in my iourney of exile or bam fb mem. bometyme 
the ioye of happy and lolly delectable youth dyd com- 
fort me, and nowe the courfe of iorowtuU olde age 
caufeth me to reioyfe. For holly old age vnloked ior 
is come vpon me with al her incommodities and euy s, 
and forow hath commaunded and brought me into the 
fame old age, that is to fey : that forowe cauieth me to 
be olde, before my tinv cume 0! olde age. The hou 
hearts do growe vn timely vpon my heade, and my re- 
uifed fkynne trembleth my fielli, cleane coniutrted and 
wafted with forowe. Mamies death is happy, that 
cometh not in youth, when a man is loftye, *ind in pLa- 
fure or welth : but in time of aduerfuie, when it is often 
defy red. Alas Alas howe dull and defie be the cares 
of cruel death vnto men in mifery that would fayne 
dye: and yet rdufythe to come and fhntte vp theyr 
carefull wepyng eyes. hiles that ialfe fortune fa- 
uoryd me with her tranfitorye goodes, then the howre 
of death had almoft oucrcom me. I hat is to lay dear he 
was redy to opprefie me when I was in profperitie. Nowc 
for by ca . fe chat fortune bey nge turned, from profpe- 
ritie into aduerlicie (as the clere day is darky d with 
cloudesl and hath chaungyd her ueceyuable counte- 
nauncc : my wretched life is yet prolonged and doth 
continue in dolour. O my frendes why haue you fo 
often boiled me, ftyinge that I was happy when 1 had 
honor pofieflions riches, and authoritiu wnych be tran- 
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I N the mene while, that I (till record thefe thynges 
■ with my felf, and marked my wepelie complainte with 
office of po'mftell : I faugh ftondyng aboven the hight 
of myn hed a woman of full grete reverence, by fem- 
blaunt. Her cycn brennyng, and clere, feyng over the 
common might of menne, with a lively colour, and 
with foche vigour and ftrength that it ne might not 
be nempned, all were it fo, that fhc were full of fo 
grete age, that menne woulden not trowen in no mancre, 
that fhe were of our elde. 

The ftature of her was of doutous Judgerr.ente, for 
fometyme file confirained and fnronke her ieben, like 
to the common mefure of menne : And fometyme it 
femed, that fhc touched the heven with the hight of 
her hedde. And when fhe hove her hedde higher, fhe 
perced the felf heven, fo that the fight of menne lokyng 
was in ydelt : her clothes wer maked of right delie 
thredes, and fubtel craft of perdurable matter. The 
whiche clothes fhe had woven with her owne handes, as 
I knewe well after by her felf declaryng, and fhewyng 
to me the bcautic : The whiche clothes a darknefie of a 
forleten and difpifed elde had dufked and darked, as it 
is wonte to darke by fmoked Images. 

In the nethcreft hem me and border of thefe clothes 
menne redde iwoven therein a Grekiihe A. that figni- 
fieth the life aftive, and above that letter, in the hieft 
bordure, a Grekiflre L . that fignifieth the life contem- 
platife. And betwenc thefe two letters there were feen 
degrees nobly wrought, in maner of ladders, by whiche 
degrees menne might cl imbed from the nethcreft letter 
to the uppereft- natheleffe. handes of fomc men hadden 
kerve that clothe, by violence or by ftrength, and 


\\T H Y L E S that I con fide rydde pryuylye with my 
’ ' felfe the thynges before fayd, and ddcrybed my 
wofull complaynte after the maner and offyee of a 
wrytter, me thought I lawe a woman ftand ouer my 
head of a reuerend countervaunce, hauyng quyeke and 
glyfteryng clere eye , aboue the common forte of men 
in lyuely and delectable colouie, and ful of ftrength, 
although file femed fo olde that by no meanes fhe is 
thought to be one of this oure tyme, her ftature is of 
douteful knowledge, for nowe flic fhewethe herfeife at 
the com men length or ftatur of men, and other whiles 
Jlte femeth fo high, as though fhe touclied heuen with 
the crow n of her hed. And when file wold ftretch 
fourth her hed hyghcr, it alio perced thorough heauen, 
fo that mens fyghte coulde not attaine to behold her. 
Her veftures or cloths were perlyt of the finyfte thredes, 
and lubtyll workemanftiyp, and of fuhltaunce perma- 
ment, whych vefturs Ihe had wouen with her own hands 
as 1 perceyued alter by her ov ne faiynge. The kynde 
or beawtye of the whyche veftures, a certayne darken: s 
or rather ignoraunce of oldenes forgotten haddt ob- 
feuryd and darkened, as tiie fnioke is wont to darken 
Images that ftand nyghe the fmoke. In the 1 wer 
parte of the find veftures was read the greke letter 
1 J . wouen whych fignifyeth praCtife or aCtyffo, and 
in the Uygher part of the veftures the greke letter. T. 
whych eftandeth for theonca, that fignifieth fpeculacion 
or contemplation. And betwene both the fayd letters 
were fene certayne degrees, wrought after the maner of 
ladders, wheicm was as it were a pafiage or waye in 
fteppes or degrees irom the lower part wher the letter. 
P. was which is vndtrftand from prailys or atlyf, unto 
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